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Last week, spokespersons for the Yatama contra group and Sandinista officials in the northern
Atlantic region told Prensa Latina and Nicaraguan reporters that an estimated 80% of Yatama
members have accepted the terms of a permanent ceasefire with the government. The estimate
was included in a document signed by former Yatama field commanders Maximo Pantin and
Francisco Gonzalez, and local civilian Indian leaders who support the peace process. On May
14, Interior Minister Tomas Borge reported that some 8,000 Miskito refugees in Honduras have
confirmed their decision to return home within the next few days with the assistance of the UN High
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR). In late April, leaders of the "Kisan pro-peace" organization,
a coalition of former Miskito contras, called on Yatama leaders to carry out negotiations with the
government apart from talks with the Nicaraguan Resistance. Uriel Vanegas, chief of Yatama's
military intelligence until last year when he entered into talks with the Nicaraguan government, said
in Managua during the late April round of talks with the RN, "We ask that the leaders of Yatama
leave the RN and talk with the government separately because the situation of the Atlantic Coast is
very different and because we Indians have our own concept of this struggle." Vanegas stated that
Kisan supports the talks between Brooklyn Rivera and the government "because those efforts are
separate from the others." Vanegas is presently chief of the Indigenous Militias for Autonomy in
the northeastern department of Atlantico Norte. Maximo Pantin, leader of a 200-member Yatama
group who joined the dialogue with the government in late April, said, "We have nothing to do
with the FDN or the Nicaraguan Resistance, nor with Wycliffe Diego, Steadman Fagoth, or Osorno
Coleman." Diego and Fagoth are the other two principal leaders of "Yatama" along with Rivera
while Coleman claims to represent the Atlantic Coast indigenous communities in the cease-fire
talks with the Nicaraguan government. Coleman and Diego attended the talks in Managua as part
of the RN delegation. In relation to discussions between the contra leadership and the government
about zones where contra forces will be concentrated while talks continue, Elasio Holmes, Kisan
political leader, said, "We insist that only Indian troops enter those zones, not troops of the RN."
The designation of two areas of the Atlantic Coast as RN enclaves has raised the question whether
forces of the FDN-RN, who have never been able to establish themselves in that area, will now be
able to freely enter it. Agreements between the government and Kisan establish that contra forces
cannot enter the region and that joint defense by the Sandinista army and the indigenous militias
will guarantee the area's security. (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 05/14/88; 05/01/88 edition of
Pensamiento Proprio, publication of the Regional Coordination for Economic and Social Research of
Central America and the Caribbean-CRIES, Managua)
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